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should follow between the Persian and Arab elements in the
state, and sure enough they were soon supporting the Caliph's
rival heirs. It will already have been gathered that Harun's
sons ' showed distinct traces of an originality of mind hardly
becoming in a Royal family '.40 Harun himself had long
wavered in his judgement between Amin and Mamun. At
first He appointed Amin as his heir and Mamun as Arnin's
successor, but later cancelled the decision by practically divid-
ing the empire between them and a third son, Qasim. It looks
a little as though he himself was, by this time, already weary
of the burden which the Caliphate imposed upon him, for he
complained irritably of being ' set upon by spies, and watched
by one's own children'. He died during a campaign against
the Turkomans and was buried near Meshed, which later
became a great shrine.

Harun's death was at once followed by civil war. Amin
assumed office as Caliph, but Mamun received full Persian
support in opposing him and heavily defeated an army which
he sent against him. Mamun then besieged Baghdad. The
siege dragged on for half a year, with Mamun's general, Tahir,
gradually capturing and laying waste the outer suburbs, until
Amin was confined within the Round City. When things
seemed hopeless, Amin endeavoured to leave the city and
cross the river in a small boat, but the boat was upset by
stones thrown from the opposite bank, and he returned
swimming. Next day he surrendered and was beheaded.

This first siege of Baghdad marks the beginning of the
decline in importance of the western half of the town. The
Round City in particular had suffered heavily from Tatar's
catapults, and all the suburb of Karkh had been ravaged and
burnt. Baths, mosques, bazaars and caravanserais, which had
been symbols of the wealth of the capital, were now rebuilt
on the east bank of the river. Today the Round City is largely
palm-gardens, and even the exact position of the Golden"
Gate palace is uncertain.

Mamun's reign was notable for the tremendous increase "in
intellectual and scientific activity. The flower of literature,
which was planted by Mansur and budded under Harun, now
burst into full glory. ' The chief intellectual glory of the
Pagan Arabs had been their poetry, and as civilized taste
developed in Baghdad there grew an increasing appreciation